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grant any boon he might ask. The request
"Make my body purer than that of Brahma,
Siva; purer than the devas or Brahmans, purer than
sacrifices, sacred pools, and high mountains, purer even
than the purest of gods." " Be it so," said the gods, and
repaired to heaven. The result was that mortals who
believed in or touched the demon ascended to the heaven
of Brahma, the world became empty, and Hades, Yama's
dominion, was deprived of inhabitants.

When Yama, Indra, and the other deities were thus
deprived of their subjects, they repaired to Brahma to
resign their positions, as there was nothing for them to
do. Led by Brahma, they again repaired to Vishnu,
and complained that " by the sight of the demon whom
you have blessed all mortals are being translated to
heaven, and the three regions (earth, sky, and hell) have
become empty." Under the advice of Vishnu, the gods
again repaired to Gaya, to ask him to give his body
that they might offer a sacrifice upon it, by which means
he assured them they would escape from their present
difficulties. The demon was delighted at the honour
which was paid to him, and, addressing Brahma and the
gods, said : "Blessed is my life this day, blessed is my
penance; verily I have attained all my objects since
Brahma has become my guest. Say why you have
come, and I will at once execute the task for you."
Brahma then told him that of all the holy pools, there
was none to compare with his body as a place of sacri-
fice, and asked him tp grant it for this purpose. Gaya
replied: " Blessed am I that you have asked for my
body; my paternal ancestors will be sanctified shouldest
thou perform a sacrifice on it. By you it was created ;
it is well that it should be of use to you, it will then be
of use to all."